- NATURAL-

For the past 180 years, South
African mohair farmers have
been producing this superior
natural fibre with passion,
dedication and the utmost
appreciation for their animals.

Angora goats thrive in the
Karoo climate of South Africa
and are excellent converters of
feed from their natural grazing
environment into fibre. Shorn
on a six monthly cycle, due to
the rapid rate of hair growth,
which is very similar to human
hair, the quality of the hair will
be the determining factor of
the price.
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Although we as an Industry
know what the fibre is about
and how it is produced, we
realised that users in future
would require assurance of
sustainable practices and
therefore introduced
sustainable production
guidelines in 2009. Although
the initial uptake from farmers
where somewhat slow, the
appointment of a fulltime
sustainability officer more
than three years ago
accelerated the compliance to
450 farms.

MOHAIR STATEMENT

In our efforts to evolve and
stay abreast of international
requirements , we started
migrating our sustainable
assessment forms to an
electronic format at the start
of 2018, linked to a
traceability platform, which
will empower the buyer on
the auction floor to determine
the sustainability of his
purchases. At the same time
third party verification was
initiated in January 2018 by an
accredited inspection body in
South Africa.
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AS GLOBAL LEADERS IN THE PRODUCTION
AND PROCESSING OF MOHAIR, WE WILL
ENSURE THAT WE CAN SATISFY USERS

THAT WE ADHERE TO ETHICAL AND
SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES

Although much of the video Realising that the system the As global leaders in the
footage that has been circulating Industry initiated nearly a production and processing of
has been edited and manipulated decade ago might not satisfy all mohair, we will ensure that we
to serve a specific grouping and users in terms of independence can satisfy users that we adhere
purpose, two isolated cases of and assurance, a process was to ethical and sustainable
shearers not handling the animals started to obtain independent practices in the production of
correctly were identified, upon certification, similar to a this superior lustrous natural
which we as an Industry Responsible Wool Standard, fibre and will continue to evolve
demanded strong and decisive which can be adapted for and adapt to ensure we can
action. mohair, based on the guidelines protect the livelihoods of more
that have been developed and than 30 000 dependents of the
The farmers have the greatest of refined by a number of Industry Mohair Industry in South Africa.
understanding of what their experts.

clients might require to provide
them with assurance of
sustainable practices and have
therefore accepted additional
requirements in terms of the
guidelines, which will include the
following:

> Supervision inside the shearing
shed has to be guaranteed

> Euthanasia protocols to be re-
written

> Additional training in animal
handling and accreditation of
shearers to receive priority
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next 6 months, additional greatest ofil ni rstanding
resources and manpower has S :
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TO FIND OUT MORE VISIT US AT WWW.MOHAIR.CO.ZA




